TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA
May 5, 2026

509 ROUTE 523 WHITEHOUSE STATION, NJ 08889
PUBLIC MEETING: 7:00 P.M.

CHAIRMAN CALLS THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:04 P.M. ANNOUNCING
THAT ALL LAWS GOVERNING THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT HAVE
BEEN MET AND THAT THIS MEETING HAS BEEN DULY ADVERTISED.

A. ROLL CALL

(ag}
Member S = § % = = = < Z © 2 a
Becker X X X | X X
Charney X X X | X X
Rao X X X | X X
Giroud X X X | - -
Heller X X X | X -
VACANT X X X | n/a | n/a
Owen n/a| X X | - X
Hwang (Altl) | X X X | X X
Doherty (Alt2)| n/a | n/a n/al| --- X
X = Present - - - =Absent - = Meeting Canceled

Chairman Becker made a motion to formally express the Commission’s appreciation for
Stephanie Panico’s dedicated service to the Environmental Commission. The Commission
gratefully recognizes her commitment, time, and valuable contributions in support of the
Commission’s mission and the community.

Second: Jeff Charney

All in favor: Yes

Motion passed

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
B1. April 7, Meeting Minutes

Motion to Approve the Minutes Made by: Rene Rao
Second: Dale Hwang
All in favor: Yes
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Abstain: David Owen and Cathleen Doherty

Motion passed

LOI/FRESHWATER WETLANDS

CI.

Block 46 Lot 5.07 Block 45, Lot 5.07 Parcel Explorer Map

AOC (AREAS OF CONCERN)
CORRESPONDENCE

El.

E2.

E3.

E4.

A resident contacted the municipal building in reference to the ash trees on
their property. The trees were previously treated by the township, and the
homeowner would like permission to remove them in belief they are dead.
The arborist visited the property and would like the property owner to give
the trees a few more weeks to see if they bloom.

A resident made an inquiry regarding a parcel on Coddington Road involving
the excavation of the former Hunterdon Brewery pond and the relocation of
soil across the street. The resident questioned whether testing had been
conducted on the soil and whether the relocation of the material had been
properly approved. The Township Engineer advised that the resident would
need to submit an OPRA request to obtain the requested information.

NIDEP provided notification that there is a bridge replacement at Locust
Road over Pleasant Run.

The K. Hovnanian New Jersey Operations are in the planning phase of a
development off Halls Mill Road. There has been an application to the
NJIDEP for wetlands delineations.

OLD BUSINESS
MEMBER AREAS

GI.

G2.

Trees

a. DPW is beginning to plan a volunteer session for the second round
of planting on the Dreahook Property.

b. The OSAB hosted a sapling giveaway on Saturday, April 11%™. The
board passed out larger saplings rather then seedlings this year.
The variety and size of the saplings was much different than
previous years. The board donated Red Bud Tree Sapling to all the
Third Graders for Earth Day.

Water

a. USGA-Water Data
1. May 4, 2026, was 22.13 feet below the land surface,
last month it was 18.4 feet below land surface. The
water is moving away from the land surface. For
reference, this well is off Latourette Road and the well
depth is 101 feet.

b. New Jersey Drought Information
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https://www.nj-map.com/parcels/parcels/?override=1&zoom=17&lat=40.590478235240056&lng=-74.78681892156602&sc=0&show=1&basemap=Mapbox%20Satellite%20(Labeled)&layers=&ois=&oms=&po=
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-403517074452501/#dataTypeId=continuous-72019-0&period=P7D&showMedian=true
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/

1. Current drought status as of April 26™, is now at 21
weeks at a warning for water supply status. 90-day
precipitation 4 weeks at severely dry. 90-day stream
flow is 6 weeks at severely dry. The New Jersey
reservoirs have changed to moderately dry for the last
week. South Jersey has entered extremely dry for 90-
day precipitation and unconfined ground water.

il. Readington was unsuccessful in obtaining a grant from
American Water to continue research and testing for E
Coli in the Rockaway. The county health department
has shown interest in this issue and may get involved.
Chair Becker will be reaching out to Rutgers, Raritan
Headwaters, Clinton Township and the Department of
Health to inquire interest.

G3. Energy
a. The subcommittee will be meeting on Friday on Community Solar
to make recommendations for the Township Energy Plan.
G4. Communication and Education
a. Facebook- 41 followers total, 8 new in the last month. The largest
view was April 24™ on the tree ordinance, with 6,289 views. The
commission is looking into an Instagram account to compliment
the Facebook page.
b. Chairman Becker attended an environmental assessment
discussion with the Holland Brook 5" Graders.
G5. Recycle
a. The location for recycling is being moved to Route 523 near
Johnson Rd. There is a new fee structure and schedule. There will
no longer be recycling at the DPW site on Mountain Road.
G6.  Sustainable Jersey- no report
G7. GIS
a. Chairman Becker is collecting layers and learning ArcGIS for
mapping data.
G8. Air and Noise
a. NJDEP Air Quality Monitoring
G9. Wildlife
G10. Watershed Improvement Plan
a. Site Data. Clean Water Hub Readington EC
Gl11. Land Stewardship- no report
G12. OSAB
a. The OSAB is inquiring if the Environmental Commission will be

updating the Water Story on the website soon.

H. NEW BUSINESS
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https://v8.njaqinow.net/
https://www.cleanwaterhub.org/organization/395

L
J.

L.

HI.

Data Center. New Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance

a. The commission is going to begin to draft an ordinance to prohibit
Data Centers in Readington.

SITE PLAN REVIEW AND COMMENT
PUBLIC COMMENT

J1.

Bob Colbern updated the Environmental Commission on the NJDEP testing
done on his well water. He received news that his water is contaminated with
PFAS as well as four other residents. He is waiting for the acutal results to be
shared from NJDEP and was advised to use bottled water for cooking and
drinking.

Bob also shared that Rutgers will have an introduction to wetlands course
online.

MEMBER’S COMMENT

KI.

K2.

K3.

Rene Rao went to the Raritan Green Fair and shared that there were
numerous electric vehicles but little other displays and interaction.

Jeff Charney is concerned with the affordable housing plan reviewed by the
Township Committee, the plan ignores environmental impact, infrastructure,
traffic, and the established community. Mr. Charney believes this plan is
reckless and the township official should be the guardians of the township.

David Owen shared Readington Township volunteers joined the Raritan
Headwaters program to clean up shorelines and locales of the Raritan River.
Our three locations chosen this year produced a small mountain of garbage,
rusty metal, recyclables, tires and various items that we are always surprised
(and sometimes shocked) to find. Thanks to Ron Christy and the Readington
DPW crew for setting up safety aspects of each location and providing yellow
t-shirts and vests, plastic bags, “grabbers”, water bottles and even solar
powered dancing flowers and bugs for the little ones — all through the Clean
Communities program sponsored and funded by the State of New Jersey.
Rene Rao won the (non-existent!) prize for largest find — an abandoned and
rusty ride-on lawn tractor — which will be removed by the DPW using their
heavy equipment!

David Owen shared the County of Hunterdon is working to create a bicycling
plan with off-road trails and roadways. There is discussion about putting a
bike lane on Main Street in Whitehouse Station.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn Made by: Jeff Charney

Second: Rene Rao
All in favor: Yes

Motion passed, meeting closed at 8:48 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Jessomine

Board Secretary
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https://njeja.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/New-Jersey-Environmental-Justice-Alliance.pdf

