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TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

March 3, 2026 
509 ROUTE 523 WHITEHOUSE STATION, NJ 08889 

PUBLIC MEETING: 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

CHAIRMAN CALLS THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7 : 0 0 P.M. ANNOUNCING 
THAT ALL LAWS GOVERNING THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT HAVE 
BEEN MET AND THAT THIS MEETING HAS BEEN DULY ADVERTISED. 

A. ROLL CALL 
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Becker X X X          
Charney X X X          

Rao X X X          
Giroud X X X          
Heller X X X          
Panico X X X          
Owen n/a X X          

Hwang (Alt1) X X X          
VACANT (Alt2) n/a n/a n/a          

 X = Present - - - =Absent - = Meeting Canceled 

 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

B1. February 10, 2026, Meeting Minutes 

B2. Corrections: F3b. add the word Protection and spelling error to Board of 
Health.  

Motion to Approve the Minutes Made by: Rene Rao 
Second: Jason Giroud 
All in favor: Yes 
Motion passed 

C. LOI/FRESHWATER WETLANDS 

D. AOC (AREAS OF CONCERN) 
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E. CORRESPONDENCE 

E1. Treatment Works Approval (TWA)-Camelot at Readington, Block 36, Lot 5, 
5.02, and 5.04. No action required. 

E2. Environmental Commission is inquiring about the PFAS water contamination 
and NJDEP sampling on Solberg Road.  

F. OLD BUSINESS 

G. MEMBER AREAS 
G1. Trees – no report 
G2. Water 

a. USGA-Water Data 
i. Ground Water levels, as of March 3rd are 21.80 ft below 

land surface. Improvement from February which was 30.78 
ft below land surface.  

b. New Jersey Drought Information 
i. As of February 22nd, the entire state is at a 12-week drought 

warning level. 90-day precipitation is severely dry for 16 
weeks. 90-day stream flow is 15 weeks extremely dry. NJ 
Reservoirs are extremely dry for 3 weeks. Unconfined 
Ground Water is 26 weeks at severely dry.  

c. 2025 Well Testing  
 Chair Becker made a motion to thank and commend Samantha 

LaRocca from the Raritan Headwaters Association on the 
Excellent Presentation on Monday, February 23rd.  

 Motion Seconded by: Rene Rao 
 All in favor: Yes 

Motion passed 

d. The data seems to be consistent year after year. 135 Well 
Tests were done by RHA. The basic Kit included bacteria 
and nitrate. Of the 126 tested, 25 exceeded normal for 
coliform, 2 exceeded normal for E. Coli. Arsenic is common 
in the piedmont region where Readington is located.  It is 
recommended to test every few years in the event the water 
table shifts. 72 wells were tested for arsenic.  Half had 
noticeable levels and only 5 exceeded the acceptable limit. If 
your home was built before 1987, it is recommended to test 
for lead every 5 years. Of the 43 wells that were tested some 
levels showed but only 2 exceeded the limits. Radon can be 
in water and should be tested at least once.  Of the 31 tests 
done, most had some level radon, only 11 exceeded the limit. 
Volatile organic compounds (VOC) tested 31 wells, only 1 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-403517074452501/#dataTypeId=continuous-72019-0&period=P7D&showMedian=true
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/
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exceeded the level. PFAS, 14 wells were tested, 9 were 
positive, 43% came back over the EPA limits.  

e. NJDEP is sampling 22 homes around Solberg Road for PFAS as a 
response of a real estate sale well testing.  

f. Water subcommittee is looking to increase the number of well 
tested in October 2026.  

g. NJ American Water Grant for the testing of e. Coli in the South 
Branch of the Rockaway due March 6th should hear results in late 
April.  

G3. Energy 
G4. Communication and Education 

a. Facebook is launched; Instagram will be launched and tied 
together.  

b. Website will be updated with new information.  
G5. Recycle-no report 
G6. Sustainable Jersey-no report 
G7. GIS- maps are being condensed and will be shared next month.  
G8. Air and Noise 

a. NJDEP Air Quality Monitoring  
i. The air quality before the storm was not as great, but the air 

after the storm air quality was improved.  
G9. Wildlife 

a. Deer Management has wrapped up for the year 2025-2026. A 
report was provided to all members. The planning process 
will begin for the 2026-2027 season. The program is being 
used as a model throughout the state. 

G10. Watershed Improvement Plan 
Stream Captains 

1. Rockaway- Jeff Charney and Rene Rao 
2. Pleasant Run- Dave Owen 
3. Chambers Brook- Robert Becker and Stephanie Panico 
4. Prescott- Robert Becker and Stephanie Panico. 
5. Holland Brook- Jonathan Heller 
6. Lazy Brook - TBD 

G11. Land Stewardship-no report 
G12. OSAB-no report 

H. NEW BUSINESS 

H1. 2026 Objectives 

a. Rockaway Creek e. Coli partner with NJ RC&D 

https://v8.njaqinow.net/
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b. Increase Well Water Testing participation by 10% 

c. Develop a draft Watershed analysis regarding water quality 
status for each of the 5 Township HUC-14 watersheds. 

d. Develop and implement a Communications Plan 

e. Sustainable Action Team Review 

f. Migrate all data sources to Esri ArcGIS Online: Trail maps, 
water quality, watershed data, tree planting, wildlife 
implementations 

g. Continue effective Deer Management Program 

h. Respond to Township Committee 

i. Township Energy Plan  

j. Revitalize the Forest Hill Property with Sustainable Jersey 
Grant 

k. Continue testing streams for salt and nitrate 

l. Transfer administrative responsibility of PlanitGeo tree 
inventory 

m. Transfer Community Forestry annual report and 5-year 
Forest Management Plan 

n. Improve Environmental Commission meeting efficiency 

I. SITE PLAN REVIEW AND COMMENT 

J. PUBLIC COMMENT – no comments 

K. MEMBER COMMENT 

K1. There are two filings with the FCC to put mirrors in the near space to create 
sunlight in dark spots. The second is to have space data centers. American 
Astronomical Society has put out an action alert.  

K2. Stream Clean-up is April 18th. Sign up on the Raritan Headwaters Webpage.  

L. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to Adjourn Made by: Rene Rao 
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Second: Stephanie Panico 

All in favor: Yes 

Motion passed, meeting closed at 8:10 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amanda Jessamine 

Board Secretary 

 

 


