TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA
February 10, 2026
509 ROUTE 523 WHITEHOUSE STATION, NJ 08889
PUBLIC MEETING: 7:00 P.M.

CHAIRMAN CALLS THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:02 P.M. ANNOUNCING
THAT ALL LAWS GOVERNING THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT HAVE
BEEN MET AND THAT THIS MEETING HAS BEEN DULY ADVERTISED.

A. ROLL CALL
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Member
Becker X X
Charney X X
Rao X X
Giroud X X
Heller X X
Panico X X
OPEN n/a n/a
Hwang (Altl) X X
VACANT (Alt2) n/a n/a
X = Present - - - =Absent

- = Meeting Canceled

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
B1. January 13, 2026, Meeting Minutes
Motion to Approve the Minutes: Rene Rao
Seconded by: Stephanie Panico
All in Favor: Yes
Motion Passed

e

PRESENTATION: COMMUNITY ENERGY PLAN GRANT REPORT

Cl1. Presented By: Jodi Betterman, Board of Health Vice Chair and Sustainable
Jersey Committee Member.

a. Ideas for initiatives for the Community Energy Plan Grant

b. Planning Grant is $10,000

c. Implementation grant is secondary to the Planning portion of the
Grant

d. Implementation in the next 3-5 years.

e. Grant requires a public stakeholder event

f. Background Information

1. Energy Usage based on CBEX
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il. Municipal Building Energy Star score is low at 2.
iii. ~ The DPW building was not rated due to the description
of the building, but it is similar to the Municipal

Building.

iv.  Fleet Inventory: average age of vehicles is 12 years
old.

V. Population: over 16,000 people with a median

household income of $150,021.00
vi.  Most of the energy use in Readington is commercial
usage.
vii.  Natural Gas use is primarily Residential use.
viii.  Participation Rate 0.30% of Projects Resulting in
Energy Savings with utility companies.
Potential Initiatives Focus Area
1. Community Partnership
o Train First Responder on EVs and EVSE
o Support Shared Mobility
ii. Municipal Leadership
o Upgrade Energy Efficiency in Municipal

Facilities
o Improve Municipal Fleet Efficiency
iii.  Sustainable Future

J Adopt Supportive Zoning and Regulations
for EV infrastructure
o Post Solar Permitting Checklist

o Require developers to complete green
development checklist
o Adopt supportive zoning and permitting for
private
Next Steps:
1. Meet with the administration and create a plan.
il. Volunteer for Team.
D. LOI/FRESHWATER WETLANDS
D1. Application for NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands General Permits, Route 78,
Route 22 to Drift Road/Dale Road — No Discussion
D2. Application for Letter of Interpretation: Line Verification-Block 75, Lots
19, 21, 22, 23.01, 24, 27, 30, 30.01, & 30.02 — No Discussion
E. AOC (AREAS OF CONCERN)
F. CORRESPONDENCE
F1.  Application for a Statewide Utility Blanket flood Hazard Area-No
Discussion
F2.  Flood Hazard Area-Riparian Zone Verification-Block 12, Lot 15, 15.01, &
15.02-No Discussion
F3.  Report presented by Chairman Becker, Status of New Jersey Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP) Designated Sites of Immediate
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Environmental Concern (IEC) in Readington Township

a.

OLD BUSINESS
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MEMBER AREAS

Motion made to approve the report and distribute to the
Township Committee.

Motion Made by: Stephanie Panico

Second: Rene Rao

All in favor: Yes

Motion passed

Note: Township Committee members were provided with a

paper copy on February 17, 2026 via EC Secretary

Conclusions and recommendation from EC is to establish a more
effective method of communication about the importance of well
testing. The Township Committee should take measures to
update the Department of Environmental Protection to ensure the
contamination is not spreading. Engaging the Board of Health in
this initiative.

H1. Trees — No report

H2. Water
a.

C.

d.

USGA-Water Data
1. Ground water level as of Feb 10", 30.78 ft below land
surface, last year 28.20 ft below, last month it was 28.63 ft
below land surface.

New Jersey Drought Information
1. As of Feb 1%, the entire state is 9 weeks into a drought
warning. 90-day precipitation is severely dry for 13 weeks,
90-day stream flow 12 weeks at extremely dry, NJ
Reservoirs moved into severely dry status, Del River
Reservoirs Unconfined groundwater.
il. The ground water runoff will have high salt(chloride)
content due to the road salting in the recent weeks
Stream Clean-Up on April 18™
Well and Water testing presentation by Raritan Headwaters is on
Monday, February 23, at 7pm via Zoom only.

H3. Energy — No further report
H4. Communication and Education

a.

b.
C.
d

Establish a Mission Statement

Webpage: content should be created by the commission.

Help Wanted Ad for Volunteers

Facebook Page dedicated to Environmental Commission

1. Motion made by Chairman Becker for the

Environmental Commission to create a Facebook page,
with Stephanie Panico leading the communication
committee, Dale Hwang and Rene Rao will be on the
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https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-403517074452501/#dataTypeId=continuous-72019-0&period=P7D&showMedian=true
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/
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review committee.
Second By: Jason Giroud
All in Favor

Motion Passed

HS5. Recycle
H6.  Sustainable Jersey
H7. GIS
a. Chairman Becker has been migrating NJDEP data into files that

will be used for Environmental Commission
HS. Air and Noise
a. NJDEP Air Quality Monitoring
H9. Wildlife — working with surrounding towns to improve their programs
H10. Watershed Improvement Plan — No report
HI11. Land Stewardship — No report

H12. OSAB
a. $10,000 Grant Application being prepared for new signage on the
property in Three Bridges
NEW BUSINESS

I1. 2026 Goal Setting
a. Leadership Roles
SITE PLAN REVIEW AND COMMENT
PUBLIC COMMENT

K1. Jodi Betterman invited the committee members to Sustainable Hunterdon
Hub meeting will March 31% in Readington.

K2. Dave Owen attended a presentation about the removal of Dams in New
Jersey, information at NJDam.org. Dart’s Mill and Rockafellow Mill were
discussed.

K3. Board of Health Member, Bob Colburn went to the state NJ DEP about the E
Coli in Rockaway Stream and was told to go to local health department.
NJDEP will be doing PFAS in the Solberg area.

MEMBER COMMENT
L1. ANJEC mailing list
L2. Federal Shade Tree Membership

ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by: Stephanie Panico
Seconded by: Rene Rao
All in favor
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https://v8.njaqinow.net/

Meeting Adjourned at 8:34 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Jessamine

Board Secretary
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