TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON ENVIRONMENTAL
COMMISSION MINUTES
JANUARY 13, 2026
509 ROUTE 523 WHITEHOUSE STATION, NJ 08889
PUBLIC MEETING: 7:00 P.M.

CHAIRMAN CALLS THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:02 P.M. ANNOUNCING
THAT ALL LAWS GOVERNING THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT HAVE
BEEN MET AND THAT THIS MEETING HAS BEEN DULY ADVERTISED.

A. ROLL CALL
Attendance X =Present - --=Absent - = Meeting Canceled

Member Jan13 | Feb |March | April | May | June | July Aug
Becker X
Charney X
Rao X

Giroud X

X
X

Heller
Panico
OPEN -
Hwang (Alt1) X
VACANT (Alt2) | --

B. MOTION TO SHOW GRATITUDE TOWARD FORMER MEMBERS NEIL
HENDERICKSON AND STEVEN FOSTER FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE
AND LEADERSHIP TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION.

Motion Made By: Robert Becker
Seconded By: Jeff Charney

All in favor: Yes

Motion Passed

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1.  December 2025 Meeting Minutes
Motion to Approve the Minutes with Corrections
Motion made by: Rene Rao
Seconded by: Jeff Charney
All in favor: Yes
Any nays: No
Abstain: Stephanie Panico
Motion passed

D. LOI/FRESHWATER WETLANDS

1.  Notice of Freshwater Wetlands General Permit 10A: Block 45, Lot 5.01 - No
discussion
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2. Notice of Transition Area Waiver: Replacement of County Bridge R-168 (Barley
Sheaf Road over Pleasant Run) — The county has not provided a timeframe.

E. AOC (AREAS OF CONCERN)
F. CORRESPONDENCE
G. OLD BUSINESS

1.  The Chairman reviewed the 2025 Objectives and Accomplishments and thanked the
group for their dedication and effort.

* Annual Report written and presented to Township Committee.

* Groundwater Contamination Sites investigation into status of major sites and
well water contamination completed.

» Sustainable Jersey- The target was 560 points, Readington received 625 Points
and maintained the Gold Star in Water.

* Climate Change Adaptation and Planning. The resilience report was presented
to the Planning Board and content adopted in the Township Master Plan.

* Make one public announcement each month was not done, but experience
gained from a few posting completed.

* Published four articles in the new Township Newsletter.
+ Attend a public event with a table presentation at the Summer Spectacular.
*  Migrating data into the Esri GIS system progressing.

» Record deer harvest and safe operations.

H. MEMBER AREAS

1. Trees

. Community Forest Management Plan, required by the state every 5 years.
RVCC has evaluated the plan and made comments. The commission
members will review and make a final draft for the Administrator review.

2.  Water

. Last update was in November. Now in a drought warning, groundwater is
19 weeks at severely dry, and reservoirs are 13 weeks at moderately dry,
90-day stream flow is 8 weeks at extremely dry. 5 weeks past drought
watch and into a drought warning. The water level from USGA water
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data was 28.73 ft below land surface, but last month it was 34.8ft below
land surface, indicating a small amount of precipitation.

. Stream clean up will be April 18™

. Request for RHA to do a presentation for the well-testing, possibly add
Zoom Live.

. Request to reach out to the Clinton Township Environmental Commission
Chair to discuss the E Coli in the Rockaway. The Hunterdon County
Health Department would like to assist. A meeting is scheduled for April
to include Raritan Headwaters.

Meadows

Energy
Communication
Education

Recycle

Sustainable Jersey
GIS

Air, Noise, and Light

Animals - to be known as wildlife in 2026. Trending higher in Deer harvests than last
year. There are many hunters who have met their auto-renewal quota. 96 deer have
been donated to the Hunters Helping the Hungry. Will continue with the grant request
to assist with butcher fees.

Watershed Improvement Plan

Land Stewardship

NEW BUSINESS

2026 Environmental Commission Meeting Dates
at the Readington Township Municipal Building,
509 Route 523, Whitehouse Station, NJ, 08889 at 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 7, 2026
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 Tuesday, August 4, 2026
Tuesday, March 3, 2026 Tuesday, September 1, 2026
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 Tuesday, October 6, 2026
Tuesday, May 5, 2026 Tuesday, November 10, 2026
Tuesday, June 9, 2026 Tuesday, December 1, 2026
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1. Approval of the 2026 Meeting Dates:
Motion to approve the calendar
Motion made by: Stephanie Panico
Seconded by: Rene Rao
All in favor: Yes
Any nays:
Motion Passed

1. SITE PLAN REVIEW AND COMMENT

J.  PUBLIC COMMENT
1.  David Owen commented on a program on the ANJAC site coming up for dam removal.
He also visited each of the stream clean up sites in Readington to look at the status. The
Pleasant Run at 202 has a lot of trash and needs to be cleaned up. Dart’s mill had no trash.
Rockafellow Mills has a lot of trash.
2.  Cathlene Doherty introduced herself and gave her credentials. She would like to be
considered for a seat on the Environmental Commission.

K. MEMBER COMMENT — no comments

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn the meeting
Motion made by: Rene Rao
Seconded by: Stephanie Panico
All in favor: Yes
Any nays: none
Motion Passed
Meeting ended at 7:58 pm

=

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Jessomune

Board Secretary
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