READINGTON TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
Minutes-September 3, 2025

Chair Becker calls the meeting to order at 7:04 pm and announced that all laws governing the Open Public
Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised.

A. Roll Call:
Attendance X = Present - - - = Absent - = Meeting Canceled
Member 2/4 34 | an 5/6 6/3 71 8/5 9/3 107 | 14 [1272
Becker X X X X X X X X
Charney X X X X X X X ---
Foster X X X X X X X X
Giroud X X X X X X -
Heller X - X - X X X
Hendrickson --- X X --- X - X X
Masinda X X X — | NA | NA
Panico X X X X X X . X
Rao X X X X X X X X
B. Approval of Minutes: Renee Rao made a motion to approve the August 5, 2025, meeting minutes,
seconded by Steve Foster, and the motion carried by all, except for Stephanie Panico, who
abstained:
C. LOI/Freshwater Wetlands: No Report
D. AOC (Areas of Concern): No Report
E. Correspondence: No Report
E. Old Business:

F1. Banner Discussion: Request to make a few edits with the logos on the bottom and look at a
revised banner.

F2. Unpermitted Tree Removal: There is no need for the EC to discuss further. Chair Becker
applauds the committee for their effort to bring the issues to light and get them pushed to
the next level of the County and DEP.

G. Member Areas

GI. Trees:

a.  Holland Brook Tree planting is in a standing phase. The township is watering the last
planting. The next planting, originally scheduled for fall, has been postponed to
spring. The Township CFO and DPW -have reviewed the grant and will have
oversight on the project moving forward to ensure the most successful outcome.

b.  There is a new tree disease in New Jersey, Laurel Wilt. Laurel Wilt causes the leaves

to wilt and die, affecting the sassafras. Box tree Moth is another issue found in New



G2. Water

a.

b.

C.

d.
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Jersey, originating in Canada, and can affect boxwoods commonly used in

landscaping.

USGA-Water Data
i. Last year, 23.88 ft below. This month it is 29.02 ft below. Last month, 23.73

ft below. Is this a chart that can help the EC determine when to advise the
community to conserve water? Consecutive years of drought can put excess
strain on trees.

New Jerseyv Drought Information

i. Stream flow and NJ Reservoirs are near or above normal levels. Unconfined

groundwater is the warning stage, which is recharged by rain or snow.
Well Water Testing

i. There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers for the well water testing sessions. It
will be sent to other boards to get as much help as possible. In the next three
weeks, lawn signs will be placed at strategic locations to promote the testing
events. The Whitehouse Station Library and the Three Bridges Library are
always locations where signs have been placed. A suggestion is to place one
in front of the post office as well, so there are repeated signs down the road to
make it easier to read while driving.

ii. Discussion on which tests to stress and where to publish the announcement of
the water testing event. The commission would like to use the school district's
“virtual backpacks” to send out reminders to families.

iii. Sign placement: Roosevelt Park, 42" Street, and another spot to be
determined.

iv. NJDEP has set up a meeting/webinar on Monday, September 22nd at 10 am as
a follow-up to the letter sent earlier in the summer regarding site ground
water contamination. Chair Becker and Township Committee member Mr.
Heller will be attending.

Commission requests to follow-up with the administration in regards to a letter to
DEP about Human E. Coli in the Rockaway Creek. Chair Becker has provided data
to the Highlands Watershed Improvement project.

G3. Meadows:  See Land Stewardship


https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-403517074452501/#dataTypeId=continuous-72019-0&period=P7D&showMedian=true
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/
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G4. Energy: No Report
G5. Communication: ~ No Report
G6. Education: The Micro Forrest project grant was approved.
G7. Recycle: No Report
G8. Sustainable Jersey: No Report
G9. GIS:
a. RVCC did a survey of the planting sites.
i. Stanton Planting-looks positive, trees and grass seem to be alive
ii. Chambers Brook Planting- mortality rate is high, 50%. The northeast corner,
upland stream, due to the vole damage, the unmanaged grass can make the
trees more vulnerable
iii. Holland Brook Site- plantings are growing well
iv. Bloys Farm-Not in good shape, very few living trees
v. Holland Brook Restoration Site- looks good, needs some maintenance.
vi. This information will be posted on the Environmental Assets map currently
under development.
G10. Air and Noise: Chair Becker located a site about air pollution air quality index to

share with the group.

G11. Animals

a. Kestrels- NJDEP provided a report for the county-wide nesting season with about
80% success. Nesting in Readington was about 2 of 20 boxes.

b.  Bobcats: working on promoting to the public to report the sighting of Bobcats to the
NJDEP.

c.  Deer hunting season begins on Saturday, September 13™. Signage and

announcements will be posted on social media.

G12. Watershed Improvement Plan:  Chair Becker is compiling data sources and identifying

sampling locations from the past ten years.

G13. Land Stewardship:

a. RVCC has a stewardship contract with Readington Township for 2025-2027.
i. Includes providing guidance and monitoring to the afforestation project, the
CODY report on the forest stands, and assigning a student to monitor the sites

for invasive plants. This role also involves monitoring deer enclosures,
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documenting plant regeneration, performing any necessary repairs,
conducting site visits to tree plants, and providing status reports.
ii. They will also complete one round of meadow field assessments using ESRI
field mapping applications and conservation preservation initiatives.
iii. All projects must be pre-approved by the township.
iv. The administration office will be overseeing this contract.
v. The commission is looking forward to seeing results and reports.
H. New Business: No Report
I. Site Plan Review and Comment: Work at the Three Bridges Housing Site seems to have stalled
for a few weeks. Other members commented that it may be due to approvals from the water
company.
J. Public Comment: No comments
K. Member Comment: Victor Komosinski, a Readington Resident has been named alumni
representative to the RVCC Board of Trustees.
L. Adjournment

L1. The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Neil Henderickson and seconded by
Stephanie Panico. All carried the motion. The meeting concluded at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Jessamine

Board Secretary



