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Chair Becker called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and announced that all laws 
governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that this meeting had been 
duly advertised. 

A. Roll Call 

Attendance X = Present - - - = Absent - = Meeting Canceled      
Member 2/4 3/4 4/1 5/6 6/3 7/1 8/5 9/3 10/7 11/4 12/2 

Becker X X X X X X X     

Charney X X X X X X X     

Foster X X X X X X X     

Giroud X X X X … X X     

Heller X --- X --- X X ---     

Hendrickson --- X X --- X --- X     

Masinda --- X X X --- --- N/A     

Panico X X X X X X ---     

Rao X X X X X X X     
 

B. Approval of Minutes: Member’s request to correct G.1 paragraph two, the next planting 
session will be in late fall and spring of 2026. The minutes of July 1, 2025, were approved 
based on those revisions. Steve Foster made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by 
Rene Rao, and the motion carried. 

C. LOI/Freshwater Wetlands: No Report 

D. AOC (Areas of Concern): 

D1. Block 39, Lot 53.09 - 51 Tannery Road was cleaned up in accordance with the 
requirements. There are requirements to notify the surrounding community.  

E. Correspondence: Chair Becker stated there is a discussion to have a Zoom call with DEP to 
discuss Spill Fund testing in the Readington Community as a follow-up from the letter sent to 
the Contamination Site Remediation and Redevelopment Fund Management Section in late 
June 2024.  

F. Old Business: 

F1. Banner Discussion about the logo, editing text, and keeping the center to make it 
more readable from afar.  

F2. Unpermitted Tree Removal 

a. Block 58, Lot 7: an area on the South Branch of the Raritan River, the owner cut 
down many trees.   No permits have been issued to remove the trees. The 
zoning department has been in contact with the owner, and the Hunter County 
Soil Conservation District has sent the owner a letter and is overseeing the 
situation.  
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b. Block 5, Lot 8, 9: property is in the area of Route 22, and there was tree removal 
with no permits. A stop construction order was issued, under control of New 
Jersey DEP.  

G. Member Areas 

G1.  Trees 

a. Moving forward with the Afforestation grant, the communication will be through 
the CFO on purchasing. The requests for trees have been made for the Spring 
planting. The cost of supplies and labor has increased by about 10%, and the 
budget may need to be adjusted accordingly.  

b. There was an article written in the local TAP Into Readington News site about the 
planting project. It was well written and appreciated. The EC is hoping this 
will help spark interest in volunteering for the next planting sessions.  

c. The school is looking forward to planting its Micro-Climate Forest Experiment. 
To assist with their project, the EC would like to create a micro-forest within 
the planting area at the Holland Brook Afforestation project, providing a 
comparison for the school.  

d. The Township Committee has declined to treat the Beech Trees due to cost. 

e. The EC has seen diseased ash trees fall, and walnut trees are beginning to replace 
them.  

G2.  Water 

a. USGS Website Link: The well water graph is a tool for comparing current 
weather and water events to those of prior years. It appears that the water level 
is higher now than it was last year.  

b. New Jersey Drought Information: Drought status information for the central region is 
all near or above normal. 

G3.  Meadows: No Report 

G4.  Energy 

a. There is a team that is looking to review energy options and help homeowners 
understand energy, solar, and grant programs that are available.  

G5.  Communication 

a. The EC is looking for volunteers for the Green Fair in Clinton Township in 
October. 

--

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-403517074452501/#dataTypeId=continuous-72019-0&period=P7D&showMedian=true
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/
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b. There were numerous articles submitted for the Fall newsletter: Afforestation 
Project, Well Water Testing, and Areas of Concern in Readington. The proof 
has not been assembled yet.  

G6. Education 

a. Reminder of the school's micro-climate/forest experiment and the grant they 
received.  

G7. Recycle 

a. Mattress disposal can be an issue for homeowners due to the size and restrictions 
on garbage. The mattress can take hundreds of years to break down in a 
landfill. The average person gets a new mattress every eight years. There are 
companies that break down the mattresses into usable parts. The county may 
establish a mattress recycling program; if not, Readington could create one 
and charge a small fee for disposal.  

G8. Sustainable Jersey 

a. The team has completed about 20 of the 33 action items on the application. Some 
of the action items were submitted for the first time. 

G9.  GIS: No Report 

G10. Air and Noise: No Report  

G11. Animals 

a. Kestrels project is moving along with the Open Space Advisory Board; they have 
banded kestrel chicks.  

b. Deer management programs have created an impact on the population. The 2025-
2026 program is set to begin. There was a successful hunter safety orientation. 
A biologist from the New Jersey Department of Fish and Wildlife visited to 
promote safe hunting and present conservation statistics on the deer 
population. Other townships have reached out to ask about our program and 
how to create their own. Our program offers hunters recreational opportunities 
and helps provide food for local food banks.  

H. New Business: 

H1. The administration of the land steward contract with Raritan Valley Community 
College will go through the administration office.  

H2. Chair Becker is beginning to review the upcoming work that will be required for the 
Watershed Improvement Plan. The township Through a small grant is preparing an 
inventory of outfalls.   

--
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I. Site Plan Review and Comment: 

I1. Application for Flood Hazard Area General Permit by Certification 10 Roseland-
Lambertville: A general permit from PSE&G; no further comments.  

J. Public Comment 

J1. Robert Colburn spoke about reading an article recently about microplastics being 
found in streams from rubber tires 

K. Member Comment 

K1. Members will be needed to volunteer for the Well Water Testing event. An email 
will go out for sign-ups. The EC will be inviting the Board of Health to volunteer for 
the event.   

L. Adjournment 

L1. The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rene Rao and seconded by Steve 
Foster. All carried the motion. The meeting concluded at 8:55 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Amanda J essamine 
Board Secretary 
 


