Readington Township Environmental Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
JULY 1, 2025

OPEN MEETING:

The meeting was called to order by Chair Becker at 7:04 p.m., stating that the
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that this
meeting had been duly advertised.

A. Roll Call
Attendance X =Present ---=Absent -=Meeting Canceled
Member 2/4 3/4 4/1 5/6 6/3 7/1 8/5 9/3 | 10/7 | 11/4 | 12/2
Becker X X X X X X
Charney X X X X X X
Foster X X X X X X
Giroud X X X X X
Heller X --- X --- X X
Hendrickson --- X X --- X
Masinda --- X X X
Panico X X X X X X
Rao X X X X X X

B. Approval of Minutes:

Correction to the minutes: insert the word leaf after “identified by banding on
the tree,” and add “Pin oak leaf scorch” disease to specify the particular disease.
Both corrections are on page 3 of 6.

The minutes of June 3, 2025, were approved based on those revisions. Jonathan
Heller made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Rene Rao, and the
motion carried.

C. LOI/Freshwater Wetlands:
D. AOC (Areas of Concern):

E. Correspondence:
F. Old Business:
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F.1 Recycle Containers at Park: no report
F.2 Contaminated Sites

A letter was sent to William Schreyer, Section Chief, Contamination Site
Remediation & Redevelopment Fund Management Section, stating that
the environmental commission is not confident in the IEC sites of
interest is or is not still imposing a risk to the residents.

F.3 Resiliency Report

The Resiliency Report has been sent to the consultant, rewritten, and
added as an amendment to the master plan. Content in the report
became a significant section of information. The commission’s hard work
is evident in this report.

G. Member Areas:

G.1 Trees

Phase one of the Holland Brook afforestation project has been
completed. The project’s best practices include a variety of 29 different
species and container sizes, varying from whips to 7 gallons in size.
Preparation for the project included the installation of a deer fence and
burning the acreage before planting. Achieved planting 3,100 trees.
Infrastructure was put in place, including sprinklers, large water tanks,
water deliveries from local fire departments, storage for fertilizers and
equipment, and specialized project equipment.

The team will regroup and strategize for the next stage. To complete this
stage, labor was hired at $5.00 per tree, and over 1,000 trees were
planted. Moving forward, it will have to be included in the budget. The
subsequent target planting sessions will be in late fall and spring of
2026.

Readington has substantial stands of Beech trees with about a thirty-inch
diameter that have been marked. Bartlett has assessed the trees for the
Beech Leaf Disease, providing estimates of the length of treatment and
the timing of the treatment.

G.2 Water

Water Data-USGA - The well water data as of July 1stis at 20.66 ft below
land surface. In June, it was 16.74 ft below the land surface. There was
discussion about whether this is improving or if the water table is
dropping. In July of 2024, 23.06 ft below the land surface during a
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drought period. This data is complex to determine its value to the
commission. Chair Becker is using the data as a marker to continue the
discussion of water and generate awareness.

Review of the New Jersey Drought Status and Conditions: N] had
between .25 and 2.25 inches of rain between 6/15/25 and 6/22/25
based on the report from June 22, the next update is scheduled for the
2nd or 3rd, The Readington area is rated at near or above normal in
precipitation for a continuous 7 weeks. Streamflow is trending up; we
are now near or above normal. N] Reservoirs have been at or above
normal for 3 weeks. The Delaware River Basin Reservoir has been near
or above normal for over a year, and unconfirmed groundwater levels
have been near or above normal for five weeks. The water supply has
been at a normal level for two weeks. Most of NJ is out of the Drought
category; only part of one region, the coastal south, is still in a drought
watch.

Raritan Headwaters Association Updates

e Stream Monitoring- Data collection for 2025 is ending soon. A total of
85 sites are being monitored this year, including 5 in Readington.

e Dart’s Mill Dam- RHA met with Readington and the private
landowners in Raritan Township, and they proposed splitting the
project into 2 phases: The first would be primarily in Readington,
removing the in-channel remnants. The second would be on the
Raritan side and would include restoration and channel
reconstruction. They are waiting for approval from the Raritan
landowners and plan to follow up this month. If they agree, they will
begin the permit submission process.

e Alert for Environmental commissions - Recently, RHA was helping a
municipality in our shared watershed apply for a 319h grant, and
they had a resolution opposing the NJDEP’s proposed PACT REAL
climate resilience rules. The resolution was based on a circulated
template that contained inaccuracies, and opposing it could have
jeopardized the grant... There was considerable disagreement and
confusion. RHA wants to remind you that they are here to help; they
are a science-based resource. Please call on RHA to clear up policies
that affect our water quality and climate resilience issues.

e Praise Raritan for enacting a dedicated stormwater utility - In June,
Raritan Township adopted an ordinance to create a stormwater
utility to help address stormwater issues. Starting in September, they
will collect a fee based on estimated impervious coverage. RHA
believes this is critical to the health of our watershed.

Well Testing - Hold the Dates for October 2025
Sat. 11th, 9 -12 noon - municipal - kit pick up only
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Tues. 14th, 7-11 am - municipal

Wed. 15th, 7-11 am - Three Bridges

Tues. 21st, 7-11 am - municipal

Wed. 22nd, 7-11 am - municipal - drop off only

Volunteers will be needed at each site, typically about five at each
session. The Three Bridges site will only need about three volunteers.
Requesting volunteers from OSAB, EC, and the Board of Health.

The EC would like to distribute paper educational materials on septic
tank maintenance during the sessions.

G.3 Meadows: no report
G.4 Energy: no report
G.5 Communication

Writing an article on well testing, add a map and well testing dates for
the Fall 2025 township newsletter. Recommend specific tests to the
residents. An article on concerned environmental sites and the Holland
Brook planting have been submitted.

G.6 Education

The Summer Spectacular was canceled, and the group will meet and plan
for the next family event in the township.

G.7 Recycle

There is a company that takes mattresses, deconstructs them, and is
seeking local organizations to establish pick-up locations. There is not a
significant turnover of mattresses in each home. The EC will contact the
county to inquire about this type of service.

G.8 Sustainable Jersey

Twenty-two action items require reevaluation. There is a work group
meeting to discuss the issues and review the application.

Aland use pledge has been created among the Township Committee,
Planning Board, Open Space Advisory Board, and Environmental
Commission.

G.9 GIS: no report

G.10 Air and Noise: no report
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G.11 Animals

Vetting all the applicants for the Deer Management program. The
orientation meeting is on July 23. Once the background checks are
received from the police department, the applicants will be grouped, and
some may need to be waitlisted.

H. New Business:
H.1 Banner Discussion

There was a discussion about creating a new banner. The EC requests
that the black background on the EC’s current logo be removed and a
couple of revisions be made.

H.2 MS-4 and WIP (Watershed Improvement Plan)

There is a stormwater management website with a plan written in 2023.
The maps are being updated. There is a legal requirement to have a
stormwater management webpage. Chair Becker would like each
committee member to serve as a stream champion and focus on the
stream while the committee shifts its attention to water in the
community.

I. Site Plan Review and Comment: None.

|. Member Comment:

Data centers were mentioned at the Planning Board meeting during a
discussion of an affordable housing project on the Unicom Property. The
commission discussed the possibility of an ordinance regulating data centers,
similar to the warehouse ordinance enacted in the past. The EC is concerned
about the water uptake, electrical use and noisethat a data center would impact
in the area.

K. Public Comment: None.

L. Adjournment:

The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rene Rao and seconded by
Stephanie Panico. All carried the motion. The meeting concluded at 8:47 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Jessamine

Board Secretary
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