Readington Township Environmental Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
June 3, 2025

OPEN MEETING:

The meeting was called to order by Chair Becker at 7:03 p.m., stating that the
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that this
meeting had been duly advertised.

A. Roll Call
Attendance X =Present ---=Absent -=Meeting Canceled
Member 2/4 3/4 | 4/1 5/6 6/3 7/1 8/5 9/3 | 10/7 | 11/4 | 12/2
Becker X X X X X
Charney X X X X X
Foster X X X X X
Giroud X X X X
Heller X - X --- X
Hendrickson men X X - X
Masinda --- X X X
Panico X X X X X
Rao X X X X X

B. Approval of Minutes:

The 5/6/2025 minutes were approved. Rene Rao made a motion to approve the
minutes, seconded by Jeff Charney and carried by all.

C. LOI/Freshwater Wetlands:

Letter of Interpretation received from Jeff Tareila Environmental Consulting
about Block 10, Lot 19.02 of Readington Township; application was made to the
NJDEP to establish the boundary of freshwater wetlands or conduct regulated
activities on the property.

D. AOC (Areas of Concern):

1. Resident Concern: Letter from New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection
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a. The private well on the property may be eligible to receive compensation
through the New Jersey Compensation Fund due to levels of PFAS in the
well. The letter states that the levels are at or below N] MCLs but exceed
the NJDEP CSRR Financial Relief Criteria.

b. Chairman Becker will share the information with Raritan Headwaters
and discuss well-testing options for the October Campaign.

c. The application for the Compensation Fund is lengthy and has numerous
requirements.

2. The status of properties that had unapproved tree disturbance was reviewed.
(Block 58 Lot 7 Stanton Station and Block 5 Lot 8 and 9 Route 22). Zoning
officer will be contacted to see if action being taken to recover for the tree
mitigation fund.

E. Correspondence:
None Received
F. Old Business:
F.1 Recycle Containers at Park:

Chairman Becker spoke with DPW to follow up about purchasing
recycling refuse containers through the Clean Communities grant for the
township parks.

The follow-up question is to determine whether DPW or an outside
contractor is responsible for collecting the garbage and recycling in the
parks. Mr. Foster to follow-up.

F.2 Green Design Checklist:
No action
F.3 Contaminated Sites

Of the 20 surveys that were sent out, only six responses were received.
Chairman Becker has spoken with a local contractor to inquire about
their knowledge of potential issues in the Readington Area. The
commission would like to see the NJDEP take action and test locations of
concern.

G. Member Areas:
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G.1 Trees

Members are taking a class on tree education called “iTree”, which
enables the documentation of tree locations, rainfall interception, and
carbon dioxide uptake for a specific sector. The software provides the
monetary cost-benefits of trees and the “value of the tree to society.” This
software may be a free solution to the Readington Township Tree
Inventory.

Beech Leaf Disease is beginning to be observed on trees in New Jersey. A
nematode causes it, resulting in leaf loss and canopy thinning, and can be
identified by banding on the tree leaf. There was a discussion of treating
the beech trees in Readington Township similarly to the Ash tree
treatments done in the past. The cost of treatment is about $30.00 per
inch every other year. It is a very labor-intensive treatment, and it may
be challenging to bring resources to the trees. Chairman Becker is
seeking the commission's recommendation for the treatment of trees
using the funds from the tree mitigation fund.

The status of ash trees was discussed; Bartlette Tree Service has an
extensive database of trees. Some of the trees are difficult to locate, but it
has been determined that there is a loss of some ash trees; however,
most are doing well.

Chairman Becker made a motion to collect and present a proposal to the
township committee to treat six or seven beech trees, seconded by Mr.
Heller and carried by all.

The commission will prepare a proposal.

A further concern for pin oak trees facing pin oak leaf scorch disease is
that there is a large population in Readington Township. The
commission will begin to monitor this issue.

The Holland Brook afforestation project is underway; there are 2,600
trees to be planted, and two shipments have been ordered from Pineland
Nursery. There are three sessions every week (Tuesdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays) being led by Chairman Becker and additional individuals
from Raritan Valley Community College on Saturdays. There is no
estimated completion date. DPW has provided a lot of equipment and
assistance in making planting the trees easier for volunteers.

A discussion was held regarding the use of various methods for
communicating with the public. Looking to reach out to Boy and Girl
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Scouts and students looking for volunteer hours. Other organizations in
the area need help planting trees elsewhere.

G.2 Water

The status of the New Jersey Regional Drinking-Water-Supply
Indicators & Declared Water-Supply Status provided on
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/ website. Readington is in the Central
Region with “severely dry 90-day stream-flow” and moderately dry
reservoirs. We have been in a warning status for over 28 days. Other
areas in New Jersey are in extremely dry status. Readington has
received a substantial amount of rain recently, and we have experienced
good aquifer recharge.

The commission discussed using an informative graphic on the state
climatologist website, supported by Rutgers.
https://climate.rutgers.edu/stateclim/

Chairman Becker would like to continue observations at subsequent
meetings. There is also additional monitoring of water on the USGS
website. https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-
location/403517074452501 /#dataTypeld=continuous-72019-
0&period=P7D&showMedian=true

Discussion of E. Coli in the water in the area. The numbers were
significantly higher than the last samples taken. The NJDEP should be
assisting Readington to locate the source of the E. coli. The commission
members are in continued communication with NJDEP and will
continue to monitor the situation.

G.3 Meadows

Chairman Becker displayed a pamphlet of “Butterflies of Readington
Township” produced by Raritan Valley Community College. The
commission would like to disseminate the information to the public,
possibly by adding it to trailhead kiosks or using a QR code on metal
placards.

Comment made by Chairman Becker that the southern field at Summer
Road Park is very active with birds and attracts a lot of individuals who
enjoy the hobby of bird observation known as “birders” or “birding.”

G.4 Energy

Team still in process.
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G.5 Communication

The newsletter is being published with the tree graphic of information
provided by the commission. The next newsletter article is due July 10t
for the first week of September publishing. Committee wants article on
the Holland Brook Planting Grant and Water Contamination Sites.

G.6 Education

The commission is reviewing a grant for the gifted and talented program
students called “Forest for Schools.” They are using the idea of a “tiny or
micro forest.” They want to demolish an unused playground located on a
pad in the back of the school. Work through soil prep, fencing, and
planting. The students will be able to monitor the trees from their
classroom. Creating a fast-growing ecosystem. This will complement
their current air-quality monitoring program, called MAVIN, which
stands for Monitoring Atmospheric Vulnerabilities. They would like to
install a monitor in the tiny forest and then compare the data to that
from other areas. They may consider placing a monitor in a high-traffic
area, such as State Route 22 and County Route 523. The “Tiny Forest” is a
hugely innovative concept, and the commission is excited to support the
students.

G.7 Recycle
No Report
G.8 Sustainable Jersey

Chairman Becker stated the first submission of the Sustainable Jersey
Grant has been sent back; the commission has reviewed and made
revisions. Once they receive the submission back with suggestions.

G.9 GIS
No Report, possibly replace tree inventory software.
G.10 Air and Noise

The commission is reaching out to DEP to explore opportunities for grant
and machinery testing equipment. DEP does have a unit in the township;
there is hearsay that the Girl Scouts are monitoring it. Mr. Foster to
follow-up.

G.11 Animals
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Deer Management applications are being received. There is a safety
meeting on July 2319, all the hunters must be present. Mr. Giroud is going
to go to Fish and Wildlife to attend the meeting to provide a presentation
on sound deer management practices. Applications are on the township
website.

There are additional studies led by the New Jersey Conservation for deer
management surveys and conservation.

H. New Business:

The commission member provided the meeting attendees with educational and
awareness publication materials that Readington Township can use in the
future. There were topics of butterflies, native plants, removal of dog waste, rain
gardens, and stormwater management.

The commission discussed having a theme, focus, and story when events arise.

Chairman Becker brought up a brief conversation on the streams being
impaired in the area. This will be addressed more in the future as a watershed
status and improvement program.

L. Site Plan Review and Comment:
None.

|]. Member Comment:
None.

K. Public Comment:
None.

L. Adjournment:

The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Heller, and seconded by Ms. Rao.
The motion was carried by all. The meeting concluded at 9:17 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Jessamine

Board Secretary
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