READINGTON TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
Minutes-November 4, 2025

Chair Becker calls the meeting to order at 7:02 pm and announced that all laws governing
the Open Public Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised.

A. Roll Call:

Attendance X = Present - - - = Absent - = Meeting Canceled
Member 2/4 3/4 4/1 5/6 6/3 7/1 8/5 9/3 10/7 11/4  (12/2
Becker X X X X X X X X X X
Charney X X X X X X X X X
Foster X X X X X X X X -—- X
Giroud X X X X X X X

Heller X --- X X X X --- X
Hendrickson X X X --- X X X X
Masinda X X X . --- n/a n/a
Panico X X X X X X X X X
Rao X X X X X X X X X X

B. Approval of Minutes: Rene Rao made a motion to approve the October 7th meeting

minutes, seconded by Jeff Charney, and the motion carried by all; Foster and Heller
abstained.
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. LOI/Freshwater Wetlands: no report
. AOC (Areas of Concern): no report
Correspondence: no report

Old Business: no report

Member Areas

Gl1. Trees

a. NJDEP Afforestation Tree Planting Grant: no change in status, waiting
on Township Administration to provide guidance to move forward.

b.  School grant is moving along.

c.  NJ Shade Tree Federation held their 100th meeting in Atlantic City,
about 700 people showed up, and it was successful with many good
speakers. The Garden State Tree Conference meeting will be at the end
of February.

G2. Water

a. USGA-Water Data: The groundwater is 34.25 feet below the land
surface; last month, it was 32.28 feet below the land surface. It is now
about 2 feet lower. One year ago, the ground water was 32.94 feet
below land surface.

b. New Jersey Drought Information: The streamflow is in a drought, the
90 day precipitation is low. No reports on wells running dry.

c.  Well Test feedback:



https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-403517074452501/#dataTypeId=continuous-72019-0&period=P7D&showMedian=true
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/
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150 wells test, normally it is around 200 wells, so numbers
were lower then normal. It could have been because route 523
was closed. About 50 people walked up for the well testing had
no idea about well testing at all, they spent time speaking with
representatives from Raritan Headwaters.

A few people found out about well testing from Newsletter and
signage.

A lot of people did not know about pre-ordering.

Raritan Headwaters would like to present the data in February
with a Public Meeting.

d. Contaminated Site Cluster:
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GIS mapping shows persistent contamination at Arrowhead
Road and 42nd Street.

Many homes still have active POET systems; some nearby
homes have been removed from spill fund despite similar
proximity.

Primary contaminant: 1,2-dichloroethylene exceeding limits.
Concern about new homeowners unknowingly disconnecting
filters.

Spill fund providing only basic data; deeper assessment
required. Proposal to request money in the 2026 budget to fund
township-led sampling. Potential need to involve different
branches of DEP; spill fund may not be adequate.
Door-to-door homeowner outreach suggested after poor survey
response.

e. DEP E. Coli response

G3. Meadows
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DEP paused sampling due to laboratory and fieldwork
obligations.

They encouraged the township to fund its own testing.

DEP does not accept volunteer data collected by non-certified
technicians.

Next Steps: Township may need to fund additional testing
itself. Some local waterways (e.g., Lake Cushetunk) show
significant contamination and odor. Raritan Headwaters cannot
provide DEP-accepted data for this type of sampling.
Inter-Municipal Coordination: Discussion planned with Clinton
Township and Lebanon Township as potential upstream
contributors.
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a.  Burning Plan: Township land stewardship proposals presented for
review:
i. Dreahook Road
ii. Woodchurch/West Woods Church Road meadows
iii. Pickle Park fields
iv. Bowman-Stickney
v. Cole Road fields

b.  Concerns Raised: Effectiveness questioned—some meadows still show
heavy invasive species. Concern expressed about burning near the
Bowman-Stickney Farmstead. Clarification that burning is conducted
carefully and not near structures. Requested maps to review sites
before decisions.

G4. Energy: expect a report at the December meeting.
G5. Communication

a. EC Social Media: a suggestion that the Environmental Commission
should have its own Facebook page to post updates and information
more effectively. The idea is to use social media to communicate
important information quickly and engage the public. There is also a
mention of the township website reposting some of the Facebook
posts, but not all of them

G6. Education: Three Bridges Principal has endorsed the forest project.
G7. Recycle: no report
GS8. Sustainable Jersey

a.  Annual Luncheon on November 18", Readington township has
qualified for Silver Certification with 625 Points, 5™ highest score this
year. Readington received Water Gold.

G9. GIS: no report
G10. Air, Noise and Light

a. NJDEP Air Quality Monitoring
GI11. Animals

a.  Current deer harvest total for as of November 3rd was 177, 123 by the
123 by the hunters, our individual hunters, 54 by the clubs. Total is 22
more than it was last season. our hunters have donated 57 deer to
hunters helping the hungry.

b.  Hunters Helping the Hungry had sent out a communication this
morning stating that they have been 285 donations across the state so
far, which is good for them. Readington's Deer Management Program
has accounted for 20% of the state's contribution.

G12. Watershed Improvement Plan



https://v8.njaqinow.net/

READINGTON TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
Minutes-November 4, 2025

Review with Twp Engineer: Key initiatives include completing a
watershed inventory report by the end of the year, involving mapping
all outfalls and stormwater infrastructure. In 2026, the team must
assess the current state of Readington streams, identify impairments,
propose improvement strategies, incorporating public participation,
funding estimates, and implementation schedule. Volunteers will play
a significant role in data collection, with resources already gathered
from local organizations and institutions. The plan includes forming a
watershed improvement subcommittee, presenting it to the township
committee, and holding public meetings to engage and recruit
volunteers. There is ongoing discussion about whether volunteers
alone are sufficient or if professional assistance will be needed, but the
speaker believes the core tasks can be handled by volunteers with
some additional support if necessary.

G13. Land Stewardship
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. New Business: None

Site Plan Review and Comment: None

Public Comment: None

. Member Comment: Notification to the members, the Main Street and Rockafellow

Mill railroad crossing will be closed November 11-24" for repairs to the rails by
Norfolk Southern.

L. Adjournment: The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jonathan Heller and
seconded by Neil Hendrickson. All carried the motion. The meeting concluded at

8:54 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda Jessonmine

Board Secretary
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